Critical Reading 

Comparing two articles

	Article
	#1 _______________________


	#2 ______________________



	What is the topic?

	
	

	What is the purpose of the piece?


	
	

	What is the author’s bias about the topic?


	
	

	What arguments are described for/against topic?


	
	

	What evidence is provided for the authors’ central assertions? 


	
	

	What assumptions does the author have?


	
	

	How does your own bias affect your reading of the article?


	
	


Summary: 

This worksheet helps students identify the thesis, assumptions, arguments, evidence and bias of their readings.  It’s designed for comparing two articles on a particular topic, but could be used for just a single article or for comparing the first and second reading of a single article. It’s a valuable experience for students to see how their understanding deepens as they re- view the article. It’s applicable to almost any discipline. 

